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The Teacher calls an inner circle of His disciples into the depth of Himself. To do this, 

He takes them up a high mountain, a favourite place for a meeting with God. Here, He is 

transfigured into light. The ‘three’ are given an astonishing gift – to see Jesus, the Beloved Son, 

in communion with His Abba. The gift is given so that they might grow in their desire to follow 

Jesus. It hasn’t been easy for them. What they are seeing is for their benefit. But then more is 

given. Elijah and Moses arrive. They too like high mountains. In their own day they went there 

to talk with God and to find the wisdom to make God’s plan work with people who were 

highly resistant to them. Speaking on behalf of the ‘three’, Peter exclaims that it is great to be 

part of this event. But these are the words of someone who feels he is in over his head. The 

One they were shadowing is now even more attractive and, at the same time, a little bit scary! 

Then even more is given. A cloud descends and now God is shadowing them. This is 

probably as close as you’re going to get to God. And then God speaks. He reveals the true 

name of this Jesus. It is the same name that was given at His Baptism in the Jordan, ‘My Son, 

the Beloved’. For disciples, this is a call to listen more attentively to what the Beloved Son is 

saying. This is the revelation. And then, the moment of Grace ends, as they must. Now all they 

have is Jesus and the truth about Him. The vision has strengthened their understanding of 

Jesus as God’s Beloved Son and the inheritor of the law and the prophets. They know that 

Jesus has God’s seal of approval, but they have yet to understand the divine plan. Somehow, 

this is tied to the rather mysterious question of the Son of Man “rising from the dead”. And 

so, until they understand both the identity of Jesus and the divine plan, they are charged to 

be silent. They are, and yet they try to solve the puzzle amongst themselves. As do we! I 

wonder if we might come closer to understanding in this way. 

Those who turn away from God are left in communities of loneliness. Loneliness brings 

panic, and, in their panic, people will try anything to fill the void they have made in their own 

lives. Grace reverses this process. People grounded in God do not know what it is like to be 

separated. Their communion fills them and propels them outwards. Instead of trying to grab 

and hold, they find joy in giving themselves. And here they discover one of life’s strangest 

truths, that the source of life is always available to those who walk with generous hearts 

before God. These are the ones who bring strength and healing to a broken and troubled 

world. In the Transfiguration narrative Jesus radiates outwards. This is the sign of His 

communion with God. Neither God nor Jesus abandon this troubled world or her troubled 

people. They move in sync to restore what was lost. This is what disciples are meant to 

understand. That feeling grounded and at home and flowing into the world with compassion 

and blessing, they find a deeper compassion and more abundant blessing. Thus, they are 

transfigured with Christ. 

Cyprian Smith states the case beautifully: 

“It is possible for human beings, living, thinking, and acting in God, to think, see and do as God 

does. Instead of standing within the created world, looking in it for signs of a God who is outside it, 

we stand within God and it is the world that now appears outside, we are greater than it. It 

appears as a pale and imperfect reflection of the dazzling and brilliant truth in which we are living 

and making our home”. 

(The Way of Paradox: Spiritual Life as Taught by Meister Eckhart.) 



GIVE Campaign Update #011 

 

First Aider & Fire Marshal Progress: 

We are still needing First Aiders and Fire Marshals. This is the last week of 

recruiting before we organise training for the first cohort. Please contact the parish office if you 

would like to get involved! 

 

If you think of a way to assist in church life that isn’t highlighted in the GIVE section of our website, 

please reach out to the office. The pledges highlighted online are where the parish needs help the 

most, but you may well have thought of things we haven’t. If you have nominated yourself for a 

pledge previously and haven’t heard back, please reach out again! 

RCIA Team Members 

 

As announced last week, if anyone is interested in helping facilitate the next RCIA course please 

reach out to the office. There is a team meeting on the 28th February and it would be good to have 

as many team members there as possible. 

Parish Safeguarding Refresher Course 

 

On 9th March there will be a safeguarding refresher course in the church hall for anyone in a role 

involving children, adults, anyone performing a ministry or anyone needing a DBS certificate. From 

10:30am-1pm there will be a safeguarding course in relation to children, and from 1:30pm-4:30pm 

there will be a safeguarding course pertaining to adults. 

Should this apply to you, please email safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or text the 

safeguarding number 07712 048695 to confirm your attendance. 

Pastoral Area Safeguarding Training Course 

 

02/03- Maidenhead, 16/03- Windsor & Ascot, 30/03- South Berkshire. Specific venues confirmed at a 

later date. Child Protection: 10am-12 noon. Adults at Risk: 1pm-3pm. Light refreshments will be 

provided. Attendees will receive certificates on completion of their training to support continuing 

ministry. 

Please email safeguarding@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk to confirm your attendance. 

Confession Times 

 

This week there will be the Sacrament of Reconciliation after the Saturday Vigil Mass and the 

8:30am Sunday Mass, with Fr. Philip Adede. 

Bickerton House Care Home Events (RG12 2JB): 

 

Canine Café 

 

Friendship Café Community Cinema 

The first Wednesday of each 

month, 2pm – 4pm 

 

The second Thursday of each 

month, 10:30am – 12noon 

 

The third Thursday of each 

month, 2:30pm – 4:30pm 
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Parish Events: 

Care Home Singing Cuppa & Chat, 60+ Children’s Liturgy Soup & Roll 

28/02, 2-3pm, 

Farningham House, 

Farningham, RG12 0XR 

 

Every Tuesday, 

2pm – 3pm 

 

03/03, 17/03, both 

Sunday masses 

 

08/03, 12/04, 10/05 

after 12 noon mass 

 

 

 

2023 Confirmation Cohort 

 

If you were part of last year’s Confirmation cohort and would like to stay in touch with the group, 

please contact the office. 

Livestreaming Consent Form 

In line with GDPR regulations we need consent from anyone involved in delivering a mass (e.g. 

readers, ministers, servers, announcers, choir) that you are okay with being livestreamed. Please 

complete this form: https://stjosephandstmargaretclitherow.churchsuite.com/forms/wa5v9uyb to 

give explicit consent. If you would not like to consent then please contact the parish office, thank 

you. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR IN 

HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 
 

Amanda Killestein Ann D’Ambrosio Ann Lynch Ann O’Sullivan Anne Hardy 

Arthur Hardy Audrey Lam Bernard O’Neill Beryl Pilgrim Blanche Shap 

Brenda Lynch Bridget Riordan Charles Hose Claire Hose Clarita Kokou-Tchri 

Dorcas Innes-Grant Doreen Pryor Douglas & Bernadette Hunt Dymphna & John Slade Eddie & Flo Moore 

Edmund & Kate Carroll Ethna Sweeney Inge Walker Janet Read Jerry & Susan Tobin 

John Moir Leonie Macintosh Louis Burgisser Lucia Saligoi Margaret Finnieston 

Margaret Pearce Marie Swash Mary King Mary Murray Mary Phelan 

Maureen Baxter Patricia Holmwood Paula Sandford Phyllis Lewis Prim & Ian Maynard 

Rico Morales Sally Torode Terri Landmann Terry and Peggy McCullough Tony Andrews 

Ursula Docherty Vilma Taborda Vivienne Halfpenny   

 
To add or remove a name to this list with consent, please contact the Parish Office.  

If you or your relative is housebound, or because of illness cannot come to Mass and wish to receive Holy Communion at home, call 

the office on 01344 425729 or email office@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

 

“Nothing brings peace to a soul like a confession that's well prepared: clear, concise, contrite, and 

complete. If we haven't been to confession in a while - and even if we have - we should make every 

effort to make the practice habitual.” 

-Scott Hahn, Signs of Life 
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PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 

Parish Administrators: Francis Barton and Donna Mody 

Safeguarding Team: Marion McGuire, Sarah Birch, Paula Read  

07712 048695 safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

Parish Office, St. Joseph’s Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1HA 

Office Hours: Monday - Tuesday 9:00-3:00pm, Wednesday - Friday 9:00-5:00pm 

Telephone: 01344 425729 

Email: office@bracknellcatholicchurch.org Website: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

MASS TIMES 
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT         

Saturday 24th   6pm Mass Breda O'Regan RIP 

    7pm Confessions 

Sunday 25th   8:30am Mass Margaret Pierce (sick) 

    9:30am Confessions 

        10:30am Mass Parish Intentions 

     
    

Monday 26th   NO MASS    

Tuesday 27th   NO MASS 10am Communion Service 

Wednesday 28th   NO MASS 10am Communion Service 

Thursday 29th   NO MASS 10am Communion Service 

     
 

   

ST DAVID, Religious, Bishop, feast  
 

  

Friday 1st   11am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

     NO MASS 12 noon Communion Service 

Saturday 2nd     NO 10AM SERVICE   

  
   

    

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT      

Saturday 2nd   6pm Mass The Shore Family & Alisdair 

Sunday 3rd   8:30am Mass Parish Intentions 

        10:30am Mass Jane Adams (sick) 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 

New to our parish or not yet registered?  

https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-life/parish-registration 

 
01344 425729 

office@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

Are you lonely? Are you ill and in need of prayer 

and/or support? Perhaps you have not had contact 

with the Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the 

reason, please do get in touch for a chat. 

 
07852 497 218 / 07851 200 987 

office@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

Are you in the land of loss & would 

appreciate a chat with someone in 

our group? If so, do not hesitate to get in 

touch. 
 

Call IN CONFIDENCE 

07731 862 349 

 

If you are struggling financially 

and need practical assistance, the 

local Society of St Vincent de Paul 

(SVP) may be able to help. Do call 

us in confidence for a chat. 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS Online, Bank Transfer, DD, https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/give/ 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: CDP Bracknell St Joseph Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO: CDP BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 

JOBS AVAILABLE IN THE DIOCESE: https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/about-us/other/jobs 

South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Registration Number: 1199568 
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