THE YEAR OF SAINT MATTHEW- On Earth as it is in Heaven
First Sunday of Advent

THE HOLY WATER WE SHARE
30" November 2025
Missal Page 1

Today, we say goodbye to St. Luke as he fades, to create space for this year of St. Matthew. The key
for a better understanding of Matthew's Gospel can be found in the Lord's Prayer and especially in the
phrase, "on earth as it is in heaven". In this prayer Jesus shares His inner world with His disciples, but
disciples have to work to make that world their own. For while it is true that Jesus is well aware of and
sensitive to every human need, He does not see this as a good starting point for prayer. Jesus begins with
Heaven and encourages us to do the same. If we nurture heaven consciousness, we will return to earth
with heavens agenda. God's name will be forever in our hearts, we will be energised by His will and pursue
His Kingdom. The prayer of Jesus enfolds us as heaven's children moulding the earth into the world that
God wants. We might say that the whole of Matthews Gospel is written to remind us of that we are blessed
and sent to infuse the earth with the power of the Spirit.

Matthews Gospel speaks to those who are sleeping, blind, deaf, lost, dead, and overanxious about
themselves and the affairs of the earth. The Spanish poet Antonio Machado said, 'All His words were one
word: "Wake Up!" Disciples are to be awake, seeing, hearing, living and found. With this growing
awareness of the nearness of God and of love for all creation, especially our neighbour, disciples must act
in the world. Shuttling between Sacred attention, understanding and action, of lessons learned and
integration, teach us how to read the Gospel and drink from it as a well of spiritual wisdom.

On this first Day of the year and this first Sunday of Advent, there is a clear invitation to 'stay awake'
in our everyday lives. When God is around things cannot be planned in a normal way. Preparing for the day
of the Son of Man is about choosing to live in this deeper awareness. In the two examples given by Jesus
this inner vigilance makes all the difference to people who look like they are doing the same thing. In this
context, a literal approach is not helpful. In the literal view, a day will come when Jesus will return and
those who have fallen asleep and who have not been faithful will be judged negatively. There will be no
time for a last-minute revision! Those who are awash with this kind of enlightened self-interest cling to
scrupulous observance. Even worse, the other take which says, 'wake me up when He is getting nearer’,
demolishes the real reason we should be faithful and attentive to His voice.

What if the 'Day of the Lord' or the 'Coming of the Son of Man' is really an invitation to enter into
the fullness of our lives through Christ. God is eternally present and near to us. The Beloved Son calling us
to the fullness of life. It is precisely our lack of awareness of this Sacred reality which needs to change. Each
time God's saving presence rises in human awareness, the Son of Man has arrived. It is a breakthrough
that can and does happen at any time. When it does, and we receive it as Grace, we are dry in Noah's Ark,
taken into the Kingdom, and safe in our own house. What time is it? It is now and it is the moment to wake
from sleep.

Once upon a time God and a man were walking down the street and the man says to God, 'What is
the world like?" God says to the man, 'l cannot talk when | am thirsty. If you could get me a drink of cool
water, we could discuss what the world is like. There is a village nearby. Go and get me a drink'. The man
goes into the village and knocks on the door of the first house. A beautiful woman answers the door. His
jaw drops but he manages to say, 'l need a glass of cold water'. The woman invites him in and invites him
to stay for lunch. 'l am hungry' he says, looking over his shoulder. 'And your offer is a great kindness'.

Thirty years go by. The man who wanted to know what the world was like, and the woman who
welcomed him into her home have married and raised five children. He is a respected merchant and she is
an honoured member of the town council.

One day, a terrible storm comes in off the coast and threatens their life. The merchant cries out,
'Help me, God!" And a voice from the middle of the storm says, 'I'm still waiting for my cup of water".

Matthews Gospel is written to show disciples how not to get lost. There is always too much to do
and not enough time to do it. Our busy lives can rob us of passion, purpose and real pleasure. We wrongly
treat Spirit as a luxury and our spirits wilt when we do. Our desire to enter into and hold onto the fullness
of our lives needs to be supported by strategies which help us to stay focused. Simple choices like a
morning offering, a grace before a meal or a night prayer can help us to stay awake to the eternal beauty



in which we live. | pass a Christmas tree on my way to work. It reminds me of the connection between
heaven and earth and that the ground on which | stand is Holy. Then | meet someone and, | notice that
they are always more than they seem. My conversation with them is more respectful, patient and has more
reverence. My heightened awareness of Spirt brings pleasure, passion and purpose to my day. | see a
constancy to my love growing because | have been vigilant and watchful for how God is coming into the
world today and how this day, like every day, belongs first to Him and comes to me as pure Gift.

) achel Mann, A Star-filled Grace. Glasgow, Wild Goose Publications. p
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GIVE Campaign Update #101

*GIVE A GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS, and help us share the Christmas Message*
We would like to invite our wonderful parish community to consider donating a Christmas gift for
those around us who are most in need.

In the past, you have responded with overwhelming generosity to this appeal and, as a result, we
have distributed Christmas gifts to the Berkshire Women'’s Aid Refuges, Bracknell LIFE House, local
Care Homes and many needy families in the local community. This year, once again, we would like
to distribute your gifts to these places and to those who are housebound. You can choose to give
from any or all the following options:

a) Give a gift for a mother or child at the Berkshire Women'’s Aid Refuge or Bracknell LIFE
House. If you would like to do this, then please contact the Pastoral Care team for details of
children’s ages, either by email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org
b) Give a gift of sweet treats e.g. for adults - boxed sweet biscuits or confectionery; for children -
boxes or stockings of confectionery.

c) Give a gift of toiletry treats e.g. boxed gift sets for women, men or children.

We can only accept the gift items specified above and these must be new, unused and, if edible,
unopened and well within their sell by dates.

Please bring your donated items to St Joseph and St Margaret Clitherow Parish Hall before Mass on
Saturday 29th November / 6th December or between 9.30am - 12.00pm on Sunday 30th November /

Sunday 7th December or Sunday December 14th. Thank you for your generosity!

*2026 Ghana Fundraiser* Jarrell Cardoz is a parishioner of ours who plays the piano at the
10:30am Sunday Mass. He is hosting a fundraising charity event on the 6'" December after the 6pm
Mass, to raise money for his upcoming volunteering trip in Ghana. The evening will comprise of a
full concert featuring multiple talented individuals (including Jarrell himself), who will be playing
everything from traditional hymns to modern hits. There will also be a cake & snack sale with
various traditional Ghanian treats. Please come and show your support!

*New and exciting Parish outings* are as follows:

Sun 7" Dec 2pm @ Cineworld: Andre Rieu’s Christmas Concert, £13.50 (65+)
Mon 81 or Wed 10 Dec: Christmas Market in Winchester (travel by train)
Fri 2" Jan 7pm @ South Hill Park: Adult Pantomime (Mother Goose), £27.50
Please call or text 07395 077913 to register your interest, or to discuss future
events.




Gift Aid Form

Before the end of the year, anybody who pays by standing
order or direct debit and gives Gift Aid will need to sign a new + —
Gift Aid mandate. Forms can be collected from the back of

church or office. If you require any assistance completing it,
please contact the office.

Vigil Procession
On Tuesday 9th December from 7pm you are invited to an Advent Vigil during which we bear
witness to Our Lord’s Second Coming by singing carols, proclaiming our hope as we process
through the town. If you would like to join for even an hour, please do.
St Joseph’s School Christmas Fayre & Carol Service
On Saturday 6" December, from 2pm-5pm, St Joseph'’s school
(RG12 9AP) are hosting their Christmas Fayre. Expect market stalls,
tasty food, festive games, a bottle & chocolate tombola, Santa’s
grotto, mulled wine, and lots more! They will also be hosting a carol singing service at our church on
Wednesday 17" December at 6pm, which is sure to be excellent- everyone is welcome!
We pray for the repose of the soul of Blanche Shap. The Requiem Mass for
Q Blanche Shap is on the 5th December at 1:30pm, here at church, followed by a
th |w wa @ committal at Easthampstead Park Crematorium at 3pm.
ip May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of
God, rest in peace. Amen.

Parish Events When? Where?
Gospel Outreach with Music (CAROLS) 01/12, 1:45pm-3pm Bickerton House, RG12 2JB
Gospel Outreach with Music (CAROLS) 05/12, 1:45pm-3pm Clement House, RG12 2GH
Gospel Outreach with Music (CAROLS) 19/12, 1:45pm-3pm Bracknell Care Home, RG12 7DN
Children’s Liturgy (please pre-book) 14/12 Church Hall
Cuppa & Chat (60+) @ 02/12,11:30am Tang’s Restaurant
New Parent Coffee Morning 05/12,9am-10:30am Church Hall
Soup & Roll 09/01, 23/01 Church Hall
Parish Prayer Group ¢ 09/127pm & 10/12 10:45am Church Hall
Advent Talk #1: Christ Will Come Again: Are we 03/12, 7pm St Joseph & St Margaret Clitherow
Prepared?
Advent Talk #2: Preparin r Hearts to Receive th .
ngSJesuasthis Chriztpr?was%vgcr\ thee;]lezs(gd V?rfg?n Islarypj 10712, 7pm Immaculate Conception Sandhurst
Advent Talk #3: LetusAdorethe Lord with the Magi: The 17/12, 7pm Corpus Christi Wokingham
Mystery of the Incarnation.

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR IN HOSPITAL AND
FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM

Amanda Killestein Angela Dossett Ann D’Ambrosio Ann O’Sullivan Arthur Hardy
Anne Hardy Audrey Lam Vilma Taborda Vivienne Halfpenny Judith Newman
Brenda Lynch Bridget Riordan Charles Beard Colleen McCormack Claire Berry

Claire Hose Dorcas Innes-Grant Debbie Hanley Douglas & Bernadette Hunt  Dymphna Slade
Eamon McNeill Eddie Moore Edmund & Kate Carroll  Eileen Tanner Evelyn Caruso
Inge Walker Janet Read Jean Lovejoy Leonie Macintosh Lucia Saligoi
Margaret Finnieston  Jacqueline Marshall Marie Swash Mary King Mary Murray
Mary Phelan Mary Stocking Mary Sullivan Maureen Baxter Patricia Holmwood
Paula Sandford Peggy McCullough Raf Roberts Rico Morales Sally Torode

Sarah Flemming Stan & Margaret Aburn  Susan Tobin Terri & Andy Landmann Ursula Docherty




To add or remove a name to this list with consent, please contact the Parish Office.
If you or your relative is housebound, or because of iliness cannot come to Mass and wish to receive Holy
Communion at home, call the office on 01344 425729 or email office@bracknellcatholicchurch.org

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch
Parish Administrators: Francis Barton and Donna Mody
Safeguarding Team: Marion McGuire, Sarah Birch, Paula Read
07712 048695 safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org
Parish Office, St. Joseph’s Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1HA
Office Hours: Monday - Tuesday 9:00-3:00pm, Wednesday - Friday 9:00-5:00pm
Telephone: 01344 425729
Email: office@bracknellcatholicchurch.org Website: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org

MASS TIMES

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Saturday 29th 6pm Mass  Parish Intentions
Sunday 30th 8:30am Mass  Thanksgiving: Safe Arrival of Edith Rose McDougall

10:30am Mass  Thanksgiving: Felicia Affah
St Edmund Campion, Priest, Martyr, memorial
Monday 1%t NO MASS
Tuesday 2nd 10am Mass Andy & Terri Landmann (Health)

Priest, memorial

Wednesday 3rd 10am NO MASS
Thursday 4th 10am Mass  Paul Baker RIP
Friday 5t 12:30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

1:30pm Mass  Requiem Mass: Blanche Shap (Internment 3pm- EPC)
Saturday 6t 10am Mass

11am Confessions
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Saturday 6t 6pm Mass  Parish Intentions
Sunday 7 8:30am Mass  Edelina Patigayon & Felix Patigayon RIP

10:30am Mass  Thanksgiving: Weronica Jastrzebski and Friends

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live
New to our parish or not yet registered?
https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-life/parish-registration

Pastoral Care 01344 425729 Bereavement Support SVP Call IN CONFIDENCE 07731
office@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 07852 497 218 / 07851 200 987 862 349

Are you lonely? Are you ill and in need of prayer bereavement@bracknellcatholicch If you are struggling financially

and/or support? Perhaps you have not had urch.org and need practical assistance,
contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Are you in the land of loss & would the local Society of St Vincent de
Whatever the reason, please do get in touch for appreciate a chat with someone in Paul (SVP) may be able to help.

a chat. our group? If so, do not hesitate to Do call us in confidence for a

getin touch. chat.

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS Online, Bank Transfer, DD, https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/give/
BANK DETAILS: Account Name: CDP Bracknell St Joseph Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO: CDP BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH
JOBS AVAILABLE IN THE DIOCESE: https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/about-us/other/jobs
South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Registration Number: 119956
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