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Last week we had the launch of the Year of the Word, the first Sunday of Advent. This week we
receive a clear message from Matthew in his Gospel, a Gospel inspired in him through God, his own
relationship with Jesus and those around him and through the acceptance of the Holy Spirit to guide
him.

History buffs can attest to the fact that in those nations led by monarchies or other autocratic
figures, each successive king, queen, dictator or despot accedes to the throne with a certain show of
power. By flexing their political muscles, a ruler asserts his/her domination over the subjects of the
realm, whose loyalty is usually but not always assured. With God, however, the situation is entirely
different. No force is exerted, nor is there a display of might; rather we are invited to accept God's
reign, i.e. allow the saving will of God into our lives and in doing so we walk in the footsteps of Jesus
and accept the guiding help of the Holy Spirit.

In today’s Gospel John the Baptist explains by word and example precisely how we should go
about preparing a welcome for Jesus. Those who came to hear John speak, in the Judean desert near
the Jordan, were told, “Reform your lives!”. Reform or repentance indicates that welcoming the reign
of God requires a conversion. In Hebrew, the word for conversion, or shubh, implies that a person has
found himself/herself on a wrong path or going in a wrong direction and has made a complete about-
face or turnaround. In Greek, the term for conversion is metanoia, which means an absolute change of
mind and will. Conversion is not simply a personal decision to better oneself; rather it is the free
response by someone to God’s calling. In other words, conversion means offering a welcome to God
who will continually come and knock at our door and we must decide the welcome each of us will
provide when, how and if we answer that knock.

Another way of understanding conversion is to look at it from the perspective of how we might
identify ourselves with Jesus. One of Matthew's objectives in writing his gospel was to help his
community to explore and assert their own identity. In doing so, it was hoped that an individual would
identify themselves with Jesus through every thought, word, deed and decision and in doing so would
be in harmony with God. In other words, the individual would be a disciple of Jesus and welcome God
and Jesus into every part of their life, provide good example and be a disciple of Jesus.

This is the challenge for each of us this Advent Season. This Advent (like every Advent) we are
not only called on to reflect on our lives and to properly prepare for a celebration of the birth of Jesus
but also and more importantly prepare for second arrival of Jesus coming into the world, As Christians
we acknowledge through scripture that one day Jesus will be revealed to us again. This is an integral
part of our belief and through the Book of Revelation are aware of what that second arrival will mean
for the Salvation of the World. So, each of us needs to prepare and to look at our lives - that means
how we conduct our lives and to reflect on every thought, word, deed and decision. We need to be
honest and open with ourselves and seek answers to questions such as: are we in harmony with God;
are we good disciples of Jesus; do we allow the Holy Spirit into our lives; are we prepared, are we
ready for Jesus?

Finally, I leave you with the thought and final question
to reflect on in that Matthew in the Gospel makes the point
that religious heritage will no longer be enough grounds for
salvation. What does this mean to us in 2019?

Clearly we are called through the Word of God to
ensure that this Christmas is not only a celebration of the Birth
of Jesus but is a good and sound reflective period which allows
us to decide what we need to change and prepare for the
second arrival of Jesus.




Meiste[ Eckhart

GIVE Campaign Update #102

*Flower Power Team Christmas Collection* This week and next, there will be
a second collection held for Parish flowers, with the proceeds going towards decorating the church
for our services over Christmas.

*Children’s Christmas Mass* The children’s Christmas Mass will be at 5pm on
24th December. The theme of the mass is the Gift of Hope, as the Year of Hope
comes to an end. We would like all children, big and small, to be involved; readers,
collectors, angels, to name a few. The children are asked to offer a gift of hope
from them and we would appreciate if they could also bring a small gift for the
food bank.

*GIVE A GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS, and help us share the Christmas Message* We would like to
invite our wonderful parish community to consider donating a Christmas gift for those around us
who are most in need.

In the past, you have responded with overwhelming generosity to this appeal and, as a result, we
have distributed Christmas gifts to the Berkshire Women'’s Aid Refuges, Bracknell LIFE House, local
Care Homes and many needy families in the local community. This year, once again, we would like
to distribute your gifts to these places and to those who are housebound. You can choose to give
from any or all the following options:

a) Give a gift for a mother or child at the Berkshire Women'’s Aid Refuge or Bracknell LIFE
House. If you would like to do this, then please contact the Pastoral Care team for details of
children’s ages, either by email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org
b) Give a gift of sweet treats e.g. for adults - boxed sweet biscuits or confectionery; for children -
boxes or stockings of confectionery.

c) Give a gift of toiletry treats e.g. boxed gift sets for women, men or children.

We can only accept the gift items specified above and these must be new, unused and, if edible,
unopened and well within their sell by dates.

Please bring your donated items to St Joseph and St Margaret Clitherow Parish Hall before Mass on 6th
December or between 9.30am - 12.00pm on Sunday 7th December or Sunday December 14th. Thank you
for your generosity!

*New and exciting Parish outings* are as follows:

Sun 7% Dec 2pm @ Cineworld: Andre Rieu’s Christmas Concert, £13.50 (65+)
Mon 8" or Wed 10" Dec: Christmas Market in Winchester (travel by train)
Fri 2" Jan 7pm @ South Hill Park: Adult Pantomime (Mother Goose), £27.50
Please call or text 07395 077913 to register your interest, or to discuss future
events.




Gift Aid Form

Before the end of the year, anybody who pays by standing
order or direct debit and gives Gift Aid will need to sign a new + —
Gift Aid mandate. Forms can be collected from the back of

church or office. If you require any assistance completing it,
please contact the office.

Vigil Procession
On Tuesday 9th December from 7pm you are invited to an Advent Vigil during which we bear
witness to Our Lord’s Second Coming by singing carols, proclaiming our hope as we process
through the town. If you would like to join for even an hour, please do.
St Joseph’s School Christmas Fayre & Carol Service
The school will be hosting a carol singing service at our church on Wednesday 17t
December at 6pm, which is sure to be excellent- everyone is welcome!

‘ We pray for the repose of the souls of Edwin Michael Moore, Ybanez Ronilo-

th I P [ Mandado, Peter John McGirr, and Simeone Pickford.
el MP May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of

God, rest in peace. Amen.

Parish Events When? Where?
Gospel Outreach with Music (CAROLS) 10/12, 1:45pm-3pm Bracknell Care Home, RG12 7DN
Gospel Outreach with Music (CAROLS) 19/12, 1:45pm-3pm Bracknell Care Home, RG12 7DN
Children’s Liturgy (please pre-book) 14/12 Church Hall
Cuppa & Chat (60+) @ 09/12, 11:30am Church Hall
New Parent Coffee Morning 02/01,9am-10:30am Church Hall
Soup & Roll 09/01, 23/01 Church Hall
Parish Prayer Group ﬂ 09/12 7pm & 10/12 10:45am Church Hall
Advent Talk #2: Preparing our Hearts to Receive the .
Baby Jesus this Chrisfmas%vith the Blessed Virgin Mary. 10712, 7pm Immaculate Conception Sandhurst
AdventTalk #3: LetusAdorethe Lord with the Magi: The 17/12, 7pm Corpus Christi Wokingham
Mystery of the Incarnation.

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR IN HOSPITAL AND
FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM

Amanda Killestein Angela Dossett Ann D’Ambrosio Ann O’Sullivan Arthur Hardy
Anne Hardy Audrey Lam Vilma Taborda Vivienne Halfpenny Judith Newman
Brenda Lynch Bridget Riordan Charles Beard Colleen McCormack Claire Berry

Claire Hose Dorcas Innes-Grant Debbie Hanley Douglas & Bernadette Hunt  Dymphna Slade
Eamon McNeill Eddie Moore Edmund & Kate Carroll  Eileen Tanner Evelyn Caruso
Inge Walker Janet Read Jean Lovejoy

Margaret Finnieston  Jacqueline Marshall Marie Swash Mary King Mary Murray
Mary Phelan Mary Stocking Mary Sullivan Patricia Holmwood
Paula Sandford Peggy McCullough Raf Roberts Rico Morales Sally Torode

Sarah Flemming Stan & Margaret Aburn  Susan Tobin Terri & Andy Landmann Ursula Docherty

To add or remove a name to this list with consent, please contact the Parish Office.
If you or your relative is housebound, or because of illness cannot come to Mass and wish to receive Holy
Communion at home, call the office on 01344 425729 or email office@bracknellcatholicchurch.org
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PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch
Parish Administrators: Francis Barton and Donna Mody
Safeguarding Team: Marion McGuire, Sarah Birch, Paula Read
07712 048695 safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org
Parish Office, St. Joseph’s Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1HA
Office Hours: Monday - Tuesday 9:00-3:00pm, Wednesday - Friday 9:00-5:00pm
Telephone: 01344 425729
Email: office@bracknellcatholicchurch.org Website: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org

MASS TIMES
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Saturday 6th 6pm Mass Denise D'Souza (Health)
Sunday 7th 8:30am  Mass Edelina Patigayon & Felix Patigayon RIP

10:30am Mass Thanksgiving: Weronica Jastrzebski and friends

Joint-Principal Patron of the Diocese, solemnity

Monday 8th NO MASS
Tuesday 9th 10am Mass Thanksgiving: Over 60's Group
Wednesday 10th 10am Mass
Thursday 11th 10am Mass Jose Coelho RIP
Friday 12th 9am NO EXPOSITION
10am Mass Parish Intentions
St Lucy, Virgin, Martyr, memorial
Saturday 13th 10am Mass
11am Confessions

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Saturday 13th 6pm Mass Bertha Da Cunha & Lassie Da Costa RIP
Sunday 14th 8:30am  Mass Parish Intentions

10:30am Mass William and Sarah Davis RIP

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live
New to our parish or not yet registered?
https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-life/parish-registration

Pastoral Care 01344 425729 Bereavement Support SVP Call IN CONFIDENCE 07731
office@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 07852 497 218 / 07851 200 987 862 349
Are you lonely? Are you ill and in need of prayer bereavement@bracknellcatholicch If you are struggling financially
and/or support? Perhaps you have not had urch.org and need practical assistance,
contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Are you in the land of loss & would the local Society of St Vincent de
Whatever the reason, please do get in touch for appreciate a chat with someone in Paul (SVP) may be able to help.
a chat. our group? If so, do not hesitate to Do call us in confidence for a

get in touch. chat.

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS Online, Bank Transfer, DD, https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/give/
BANK DETAILS: Account Name: CDP Bracknell St Joseph Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO: CDP BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH
JOBS AVAILABLE IN THE DIOCESE: https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/about-us/other/jobs
South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Registration Number: 119956
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