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The Beatitudes are the beginning of the massive teaching of Jesus known as the 

Sermon on the Mount. The Sermon ends with a contrast between Wisdom and foolishness. 

The Wise, are those who hear The Words of Jesus and put them into action. The foolish, also 

hear His Words but do nothing with it.  

Each time I hear or read this beautiful Sermon, it touches something deep inside of 

me in a way that other Sacred texts do not. It is so clear eyed and so daring, so sure of itself 

as it contradicts common thinking. It sweeps me along in a torrent of love and takes me to 

the place where, however dimly, I see what Jesus sees when he looks at me and you. 

Hearing it is like, as David Whyte said of poetry, "the art of overhearing ourselves say 

something from which it is impossible to retreat".  

So, what is it that Jesus sees when he moves to the higher plain? He sees people. He 

sees the circumstance of their lives. He sees the sacredness of their lives. He sees with three 

eyes and invites His disciples to do the same.  

Jesus sees the people before Him and the negative circumstances that surround and 

pervade their lives. The poverty that goes so deep it crushes their spirit and reduces them 

to a constant state of mourning. In this situation they are meek, not violent or vengeful but 

hungering and thirsting for equality. Caught up in an unjust system, they are trying to better 

their lives and He is eager to support them. Jesus also sees a 'blessedness' dancing in the 

centre of their struggle for community. This blessedness is given by God, so is more 

powerful than the social and political systems that overwhelm them. It is already present 

and working its way towards a fuller space. It is moving mourning towards comfort, 

meekness towards inheritance and hunger and thirst towards satisfaction. It is giving notice 

to the current situation that it will not have the last word. The blessedness not only survives 

and overcomes human evil, it shines forth bringing its energies to the task of making life 

better.  

When blessedness flows as Mercy, Purity of 

Heart, Peace-making, and Justice Making it 

becomes an atmosphere that all are invited to 

breathe. This is what Jesus sees and what He wants 

us to see. As Hopkins said in 'The Wreck of the 

Deutschland', "Ah! There was a heart right / There 

was a single eye". (Stanza 29)  

As we listen to the Gospel for this fourth 

Sunday in Ordinary Time, we are given another 

chance to be caught up in the stunning teaching of 

the Beloved Son of God. If we will allow it, it will 

grip us. Once heard, they are words from which it 

is impossible to retreat. It is being said. It is taking 

us to a higher plain. We might not stay there for 

long but we know that way back. The lightning bolt 

of truth which first touched us through these 

words, will never cease to call us to the abiding 

light that the darkness can never overcome.  



Insights from our Parish Contemplative Movement 
When we pray, bear in mind that prayer is relational (heart posture), not transactional (head posture). Let our prayers 

flow from the heart and invite our heads as they engage our minds. Heart posture requires no words, it is love-centric, 

head posture is mechanical, and it spews empty words we may not connect with. That is prayer stripped of its power. 

Kenneth Maimo 

GIVE Campaign Update #109 

 

Closer to Christ Campaign 

This campaign provides ongoing formation for our parishes, retirement accommodation for clergy, 

and support for our seminarians. Please support the Closer to Christ campaign through our 

contactless giving portals if you are able. A second collection for the campaign will take place at this 

weekend's Masses. 

 

The Community of Our Lady of Walsingham seeks help to purchase a property to 

accommodate their growing community and further their apostolates of prayer, 

parish missions, hospitality, chaplaincy and youth work. Any amount, large or small is 

greatly appreciated and the community assure you of their prayers. Cheques payable 

to COLW can be sent to House of the Divine Will, Neatherd Moor, Dereham, NR20 4AZ. 

More information, as well as the option to donate online, can be found at 

www.maryshouseappeal.org. 

Called and Gifted 

C&G want to grow their team to ensure they can respond to the 

opportunities that arise. Perhaps you have wondered about 

becoming involved in the team as a way of helping others become 

more fully the people that God created them to be? They are looking for more teachers and 

discernment facilitators. So if you would like to know more about what the team does, please do 

contact them at calledandgifted@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. And if you have discerned gifts such as 

Teaching, Evangelism, Wisdom or Encouragement or have a heart for teaching and facilitating we 

would definitely love to hear from you! 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 

“I am thrilled to be able to announce our 

2026 pilgrimage and to invite you to join me once more 

in Lourdes. Our pilgrimage will start at London Heathrow 

Airport on Monday 6th July and run until Friday 

10th July and it would be wonderful if you could join me and my fellow pilgrims.  We will be staying 

at the Hotel La Solitude, which is close to the Sanctuary itself. Our rooms are all ensuite and contain 

tea and coffee making facilities. The food is plentiful and varied, served in a very comfortable 

restaurant. 

During our pilgrimage we will be able to enjoy all that Lourdes has to offer, taking part in all the 

usual Pilgrimage activities.  We also visit many places that were important to St Bernadette during 

her lifetime as well as offering the opportunity to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and 

Anointing of the Sick. There will be moments of quiet reflection and peace, and others when we will 

be able to hear the chanting and singing of hundreds of voices. 

If you would like to know more about joining me in Lourdes this year, 

email lourdes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  or click here for a booking form.” 

-Bishop Philip 
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Formation Morning for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

Fr Anthony Fyk, Director of Liturgical Formation and the Liturgy Formation team invite you to a 

formation morning at St Peter’s Pastoral Centre, Winchester on Saturday 9th May 2026 commencing 

with Mass at 9 am. There will be a welcome session from Fr Anthony, a talk focussing on the 

Eucharist in the sacred scriptures as well as a session on Lectio Divina: “Living a Eucharistic life – 

what does it mean to live out the eucharist?”. All Eucharistic Ministers, experienced and new, are 

very welcome to attend. If you wish to attend, please register via liturgy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. 

 FIRE EVACUATION EXERCISE 

Please note, sometime in the near future we will be having a fire evacuation 

exercise at each of our Sunday Masses. There is no need to be alarmed, as 

everyone will be briefed in the weeks leading up to the exercise. 

Parish Events When? Where? 

Gospel Outreach with Music 09/02, 1:45pm-3pm Bickerton House, RG12 2JB 

Gospel Outreach with Music 11/02, 1:45pm-3pm Bracknell Care Home, RG12 7DN 

Gospel Outreach with Music 25/02, 1:45pm-3pm Bracknell Care Home, RG12 7DN 

Children’s Liturgy (please pre-book) 👦👧 08 & 22/02 Church Hall 

Cuppa & Chat (60+) ☕ 
Every Tuesday (term time 

only), 2-3pm 
Church Hall 

New Parent Coffee Morning 06/02, 9am-10:30am Church Hall 

Soup & Roll 13/02 Church Hall 

ALPHA  05/02 next session ONLINE 

Parish Prayer Group 🙏 10/02 7pm Church Hall 

Monthly Filipino Mass 15/02, 5pm St. Joseph’s Church 
 

We pray for the repose of the soul of Gabriel Luis Guembes, a pupil at All 

Hallows Catholic School in Farnham, who tragically lost his life aged 15. 

May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace. Amen. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR IN HOSPITAL AND 

FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

Amanda Killestein Angela Dossett Ann D’Ambrosio Ann O’Sullivan Arthur Hardy 

Anne Hardy Audrey Lam Vilma Taborda Vivienne Halfpenny Judith Newman 

Brenda Lynch Bridget Riordan Charles Beard Colleen McCormack Claire Berry 

Claire Hose Dorcas Innes-Grant Debbie Hanley Douglas & Bernadette Hunt Dymphna Slade 

Eamon McNeill  Edmund & Kate Carroll Eileen Tanner Evelyn Caruso 

Inge Walker Janet Read Jean Lovejoy   

Margaret Finnieston Jacqueline Marshall Marie Swash Mary King Mary Murray 

Mary Phelan Mary Stocking Mary Sullivan  Patricia Holmwood 

Paula Sandford Peggy McCullough Raf Roberts Rico Morales Sally Torode 

Sarah Flemming Stan & Margaret Aburn Susan Tobin Terri & Andy Landmann Ursula Docherty 

 

To add or remove a name to this list with consent, please contact the Parish Office.  

If you or your relative is housebound, or because of illness cannot come to Mass and wish to receive Holy 

Communion at home, call the office on 01344 425729 or email office@bracknellcatholicchurch.org  
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PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 

Parish Administrators: Francis Barton and Donna Mody 

Safeguarding Team: Marion McGuire, Sarah Birch, Paula Read  

07712 048695 safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

Parish Office, St. Joseph’s Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1HA 

Office Hours: Monday – Tuesday 9:00-3:00pm, Wednesday – Friday 9:00-5:00pm 

Telephone: 01344 425729 

Email: office@bracknellcatholicchurch.org Website: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

MASS TIMES 

 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saturday 31st   6pm Mass Francisca Teixeiro RIP 

Sunday 1st   8:30am Mass Brian Rushby RIP 

        10:30am Mass Parish Intentions 

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD, feast 

Monday 2nd   
 NO MASS   

Tuesday 3rd   10am 
Communion Service: Jurgens Family 

(living & deceased) 

Wednesday 4th   10am 
Communion Service: Nalini Chenny RIP & 

Francis Xavier Casimir RIP 

St Agatha, Virgin, Martyr, memorial    

Thursday 5th   10am Communion Service 

St Paul Miki & Companions, Martyrs, memorial   

Friday 6th   11am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

     12 noon Communion Service: Breeda & Neal Worsford RIP 

Saturday 7th   10am Communion Service: Anna Graca Baretto RIP 

        11am NO CONFESSIONS 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saturday 7th   6pm Mass Parish Intentions 

Sunday 8th   8:30am Mass Joseph Mascarenhas RIP 

        10:30am Mass Cesar & Maxima Camba RIP 

 
ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 

New to our parish or not yet registered?  

https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-life/parish-registration 

Pastoral Care 01344 425729 

office@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

Are you lonely? Are you ill and in need of prayer 

and/or support? Perhaps you have not had 

contact with the Catholic Church for a while. 

Whatever the reason, please do get in touch for 

a chat. 

Bereavement Support 

07852 497 218 / 07851 200 987 

bereavement@bracknellcatholicch

urch.org 

Are you in the land of loss & would 

appreciate a chat with someone in 

our group? If so, do not hesitate to 

get in touch. 

SVP Call IN CONFIDENCE 07731 

862 349 

If you are struggling financially 

and need practical assistance, 

the local Society of St Vincent de 

Paul (SVP) may be able to help. 

Do call us in confidence for a 

chat. 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS Online, Bank Transfer, DD, https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/give/ 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: CDP Bracknell St Joseph Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO: CDP BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 

JOBS AVAILABLE IN THE DIOCESE: https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/about-us/other/jobs 

South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Registration Number: 119956 
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