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John the Baptist doesn't just see Jesus, he sees into the heart and mission of Jesus. His 

invitation to 'Behold' means something worth looking at is before us. John calls Jesus the 'Lamb 

of God' and so do we. Yet, the sin that He takes away cannot just be seen as the individual 

transgressions we might make. What is taken away is the experience of being isolated from God. 

Jesus frees the temple animals because they are no longer needed. The disciples go with Him at 

the time when animals were sacrificed in the Temple and find everything they need in Him. What 

is needed is to have communion with the Beloved Son of God. 

John also admits to what he does not know. He has to grow in his understanding and 

relationship with Jesus. John is granted a sacred communication that Jesus and the Spirit are 

inseparable. He has to work at this insight to make it bear fruit. Coming to see the truth of Jesus 

takes time, patience and a genuine desire to come and see what He is revealing. We see a pattern 

develop. John sees Jesus, witnesses to Him and creates new disciples. Two new disciples see Jesus, 

witness to Him and create more disciples. It seems that we have to find out the truth about Jesus 

for ourselves but others who have already discovered it can show us the way. 

We should ask ourselves a question about our relationship with Jesus and how we share 

this with others. We don't do this by having yes or no, right or wrong answers but by sharing the 

adventure we have been enjoying. It means we have to be honest about how our faith in Him has 

changed and developed. This kind of uncompromising honesty means that our sense of the 

adventure might be complex. 

I came across a story about three people who arrived 

at the door of a spiritual teacher. She asked all of them the 

same question. "Did you come to me because of others or 

because of yourself?" The first answered that they had been 

sent by others. They were dismissed. The second answered 

that they came of their own accord. They were dismissed. 

The third stammered that they had heard of the teacher 

from others and yet, they also felt that they had come on 

their own - part curious, part frustrated, part searching and 

a whole lot of other reasons and motives which were hard to 

describe. The spiritual teacher said, "You'll do." The honest, 

complex person was accepted. 

I don't know of all the reasons I am drawn to Jesus 

and struggle to follow Him. But in my own mind, hallmarks 

of genuine testimony begin to take shape. Honest self-

examination, complexity and humility. If my testimony is 

meant to attract others to Jesus, I worry sometimes that after 

hearing or seeing me they might look elsewhere. But I also 

see that I must not over worry on this point. If I try to package 

Jesus, I lose the only truth that sustains me. You might agree 

that giving testimony is tricky ground. But what's the alternative? 



Insights from our Parish Contemplative Movement 

God of peace, may your kingdom come. 

May fear strike no longer, let pain fade away, 

may earthly power be challenged, when it plunders the poor, and tramples on hope. 
An excerpt of a poem by Linda Jones/CAFOD 

GIVE Campaign Update #107 

 

Pastoral Care Meeting with Michael S 

An informal meeting for current Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers team members and anyone 

interested in joining to learn more about the group. Saturday 31st January, after 10am Mass. 

 

Closer to Christ Campaign 

This campaign provides ongoing formation for our parishes, retirement accommodation for clergy, 

and support for our seminarians. Please support the Closer to Christ campaign through our 

contactless giving portals if you are able. 

A second collection for the campaign will take place on the weekend of 24th and 25th January. 

 

Food Bank Thank You 

A very big thank you to our parish children, who generously donated a total of 32kg 

of food to our Christmas Foodbank collection! 

 

CAFOD Thank You 

“CAFOD would like to thank all parishioners for your generous support this year and for your latest 

donation of £490.90 which we received on 23rd December. Thank you so much for being there for 

our global family.” 

 

Raffle Results 

Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets to support Jarrell and Thomas’ 

Ghanaian Youth Development Program. The raffle will be held after the 10:30am 

Mass on Sunday 25th January. 

Monthly Filipino Mass 

AMENDED DATE: The next Filipino Mass will be on Sunday 15th February at 

5pm with Fr Jimmy Lindero. Refreshments will be served in the hall 

afterwards. 

Alpha 

Curious about faith or know someone who is? We are launching 

the Alpha course (on-line) for those aged 18-40 for whom free 

time is a luxury. Alpha is a series of group conversations that 

freely explore the basics of the Christian faith in an open, friendly 

environment. Everyone’s welcome. No matter your background or beliefs, you’re invited. If you 

have a child who has recently been Baptised or received their First Holy Communion, or intends to 

at a later date, then it is an important part of preparing for these sacraments as a parent. Our first 

session is on Thursday 22nd January 2026 from 8pm til 9pm. Take a moment to register using the 

QR code, we'd love to save you a (virtual) seat! 



Crisis in Sudan 

From CAFOD “After 1,000 days of conflict, Sudan has reached breaking 

point and is now the world’s worst humanitarian and displacement 

crisis. But the world’s governments - including the UK - have failed to 

respond with the urgency, leadership and determination needed.” Please urge the Foreign Secretary, Yvette 

Cooper, to act now, by signing CAFOD’s petition: https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/183860/petition/1 

Gift Aid Forms 

Please return your forms to the parish office as soon as 

possible. If you need any help completing the form, please 

let us know (during office hours). 

Parish Events When? Where? 

Gospel Outreach with Music 28/01, 1:45pm-3pm Bracknell Care Home, RG12 7DN 

Gospel Outreach with Music 09/02, 1:45pm-3pm Bickerton House, RG12 2JB 

Children’s Liturgy (please pre-book) 👦👧 25/01, 08 & 22/02 Church Hall 

Cuppa & Chat (60+) ☕ 
Every Tuesday (term time 

only), 2-3pm 
Church Hall 

New Parent Coffee Morning 06/02, 9am-10:30am Church Hall 

Soup & Roll 23/01, 13/02 Church Hall 

ALPHA  Starts 22/01 for 11 weeks ONLINE 

Monthly Filipino Mass 
First Sunday of the 

month (except Feb) 5pm 
St. Joseph’s Church 

   
 

 

We pray for the repose of the soul of Maria Pillitteri.  

The service for Maria will take place on the 27th January at 1:30pm at 

Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 

 

May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR IN HOSPITAL AND 

FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

Amanda Killestein Angela Dossett Ann D’Ambrosio Ann O’Sullivan Arthur Hardy 

Anne Hardy Audrey Lam Vilma Taborda Vivienne Halfpenny Judith Newman 

Brenda Lynch Bridget Riordan Charles Beard Colleen McCormack Claire Berry 

Claire Hose Dorcas Innes-Grant Debbie Hanley Douglas & Bernadette Hunt Dymphna Slade 

Eamon McNeill  Edmund & Kate Carroll Eileen Tanner Evelyn Caruso 

Inge Walker Janet Read Jean Lovejoy   
Margaret 

Finnieston Jacqueline Marshall Marie Swash Mary King Mary Murray 

Mary Phelan Mary Stocking Mary Sullivan  Patricia Holmwood 

Paula Sandford Peggy McCullough Raf Roberts Rico Morales Sally Torode 

Sarah Flemming 

Stan & Margaret 

Aburn Susan Tobin Terri & Andy Landmann Ursula Docherty 

 

To add or remove a name to this list with consent, please contact the Parish Office.  

If you or your relative is housebound, or because of illness cannot come to Mass and wish to receive Holy 

Communion at home, call the office on 01344 425729 or email office@bracknellcatholicchurch.org  

 

https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/183860/petition/1
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PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 

Parish Administrators: Francis Barton and Donna Mody 

Safeguarding Team: Marion McGuire, Sarah Birch, Paula Read  

07712 048695 safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

Parish Office, St. Joseph’s Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1HA 

Office Hours: Monday – Tuesday 9:00-3:00pm, Wednesday – Friday 9:00-5:00pm 

Telephone: 01344 425729 

Email: office@bracknellcatholicchurch.org Website: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

MASS TIMES 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: missal page 578 

Saturday 17th   6pm Mass  

Sunday 18th   8:30am Mass Parish Intentions 

        10:30am Mass Hugh Grieve RIP 

Monday 19th   
 NO MASS Church open  

Tuesday 20th    NO MASS Church open 

Wednesday 21st    NO MASS Church open 

Thursday 22nd    NO MASS Church open 

Friday 23rd    NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

     
 NO MASS Church open 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: missal page 582 

Saturday 24th   6pm Mass Special Birthday Wishes for Eileen K 

Sunday 25th   8:30am Mass Parish Intentions 

        10:30am Mass Mary Ellen Lockhart RIP 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 
 

New to our parish or not yet registered?  

https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-life/parish-registration 
 

Pastoral Care 01344 425729 

office@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

Are you lonely? Are you ill and in need of prayer 

and/or support? Perhaps you have not had 

contact with the Catholic Church for a while. 

Whatever the reason, please do get in touch for 

a chat. 

Bereavement Support 

07852 497 218 / 07851 200 987 

bereavement@bracknellcatholicch

urch.org 

Are you in the land of loss & would 

appreciate a chat with someone in 

our group? If so, do not hesitate to 

get in touch. 

SVP Call IN CONFIDENCE 07731 

862 349 

If you are struggling financially 

and need practical assistance, 

the local Society of St Vincent de 

Paul (SVP) may be able to help. 

Do call us in confidence for a 

chat. 

 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS Online, Bank Transfer, DD, https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/give/ 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: CDP Bracknell St Joseph Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO: CDP BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 

JOBS AVAILABLE IN THE DIOCESE: https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/about-us/other/jobs 

South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Registration Number: 119956 
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